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Pre-Budget Submission to the Ontario Government from the Chamber of Commerce 

Brantford-Brant 
 
Ministry of Finance 
Submissions@ontario.ca 
 
CC: MPP Will Bouma 
Will.bouma@pc.ola.org 
 
Monday, January 31, 2022 
 
In response to the questions posed below in bold at the event hosted by MPP Will Bouma on 
Tuesday, January 25th, please find below the Chamber of Commerce Brantford-Brant’s 
recommendations.  
 

1. The 2021 Budget provided resources to protect frontline health care across the 
province. What more  could the government do to protect people’s health, including 
our loved ones in long-term care? 

 
Chamber: In Brantford-Brant, fund request for Stage One support by the Brantford 
Community Health Care System regarding the redevelopment of the Brantford 
General Hospital. This vital hub for care for the riding of Brantford-Brant, Six Nations of 
the Grand River, and Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, as well as Haldimand-Norfolk, 
is centrally located, and overcrowded under its current configuration. Supporting this 
project is essential for the planned growth targets in the region.  
Additionally, for virtual care permanent through updating OHIP codes, assist physicians to 
integrate virtual care in to their practice, and support employers continued investments in 
virtual care. 

 
2. COVID-19 has affected the people of Ontario in different ways — some communities 

more than others. What support should the government provide in your community 
as we continue dealing with the current wave of COVID-19? 

 
 Chamber: Champion Indigenous-led clean energy projects such as those developed by the 
Six Nations Economic Development Corporation. Fill transit gaps in the region such as a 
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north/south link to Cambridge and Kitchener-Waterloo through the expansion of GO bus 
and train service and partnerships with municipalities and/or the private sector. 
Collaborate with the private sector to expand electric vehicle charging stations. Support 
municipalities in reviewing and adjusting transit services based on long-term changes to 
the system from the pandemic.  

 
 

3. The 2021 Budget provided a range of supports for small businesses facing pressure 
as a result of COVID-19. What further supports do you think small businesses in 
Ontario need? 
Chamber: Ensure any restrictions intended to control the spread of COVID-19 are met with 
targeted relief and proportionate support programs, loan forgiveness, and extensions on 
payment terms for impacted workers and small business.  
Continue to push the federal government to double the number of immigrants 
allowed through the Ontario Immigrant Nominee Program to 18,000 per year. Make 
regional immigration pilots permanent to attract skilled immigrants to communities 
facing low population growth. Eliminate the current requirement for a labour 
market impact assessment for OINP in communities under 200,000 such as 
Brantford-Brant. 
Improve access to public procurement opportunities by addressing barriers that limit their 
access.  Expand programs such as Digital Main Street to assist with technological adaption 
by small business, and employment opportunities for youth in supporting such programs.  
Complement the federal government’s plan to reduce barriers to employee ownership and 
create targeted incentives, such as pathways for international students to purchase 
ownership shares as programs in Alberta and Nova Scotia are attempting.  

 
 

4. The 2021 Budget makes important investments in skills training and job creation. 
What more would you like to see the provincial government do to help people find a 
good job? 
 
 Chamber: Introduce a tax credit for employers to hire graduates of work-integrated 
learning programs (such as co-op) for the first year of full-time employment. Support 
individuals and small business for reskilling, upskilling and micro-credentials for in-
demand skillsets. Invest in programs and services that bridge gaps for internationally 
trained foreign professionals. Promote and incentivize skilled trades in secondary schools 
through partnerships with the private sector such as EdgeFactor or JobTalks. Sign a 
bilateral childcare agreement with the federal government. 

 

mailto:chamber@brcc.ca


 
 
 

 
77 Charlotte Street, Brantford, ON  N3T 2W8 

519.753.2617          chamber@brcc.ca       www.brantfordbrantchamber.com 

5. Everyone in Ontario has had a different experience with the COVID-19 pandemic. As 
you think about the time since the COVID-19 pandemic began, what additional 
actions should the government take to support people in 2022? 

 
 Chamber: Make housing more affordable by working with the private sector and 
municipalities to ensure appropriate, available residential lands move to the market for 
development. Expedite the planning process for developers to start and complete projects, 
eliminate excessive red tape through the establishment of transparent and fair MZOs. 
Implement the One Ontario concept to create common development Approval Data and 
Information Exchange, a Central Review Platform, and Central Analytics and Reporting 
Platform to be used by municipalities, ministries, and other approval agencies 
(Conservation Authorities, etc.) for development and permitting processes. Develop a 
policy framework around inclusionary zoning as one planning tool to increase the supply of 
affordable housing, in partnership with municipalities, developers, and builders through 
which incentives or concessions are used to offset the costs of building affordable units to 
sell or rent below market rates.  

 
 

6. Do you have any other ideas of how the government can support workers and 
families during the COVID- 19 pandemic? 
 
 Chamber: Continue to strengthen broadband access through fast tracking funding 
commitments, improving coordination with industry to eliminate competition with the 
private sector, streamline application and reporting process to ensure requirements are 
proportional to scope of projects.  

 
 

7. The government released an action plan to make government services simpler, easier 
to use, and more convenient and accessible during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
beyond. What further actions should we take to make government services more 
digitally accessible, responsive and easier to use? 

 
 Chamber: Carefully consider working with the federal government’s private sector privacy 
legislation to avoid duplication, confusion, and added costs for small business that will 
make it more difficult for Ontarians to access digital services. Implement supplier diversity 
policies to build capacity for women and diverse businesses to fairly compete for public 
sector procurement opportunities. 
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8. The government is committed to fiscal transparency and responsibility. Recognizing 

the continued uncertainty of the global pandemic, how soon do you think the 
government should return to a balanced   budget? 

 
 Chamber: Develop a plan and path to fiscal balance, through policies to improve the cost-
efficiency of Ontario’s public sector. Adopt a value-based procurement and alternative 
delivery process. Continue to digitize government and reduce administrative burdens 
through the continued focus on red tape reduction.  

 
 

9. Getting people back to work, creating more jobs and attracting investment are 
important priorities to help Ontario’s economy recover after the pandemic. How 
should the government continue to make Ontario a more attractive destination for 
people to invest, work and grow a business? 

 
 Chamber: Continue to support the work of the Regulatory Reconciliation and Cooperation 
Table established under the Canadian Free Trade Agreement. Consider unilaterally 
recognizing the adequacy of standards used elsewhere in Canada or pursue mutual 
recognition agreements with provinces and territories that are similarly prepared to act 
quickly.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 
David Prang 
Chamber of Commerce Brantford-Brant 
CEO 
david@brcc.ca 
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